THUMB CHAPTER

ISSUED QUARTERLY THROUGHOUT THE WATERSPORT COMMUNITIES OF MICHIGAN'S “THUMB”

Presi dent 0s Meagag2®g e

Greetings from the wheelhouse!

Standing on the shore of Lake Huron in January in a blistering and the net pens will be wused
north east wind listening to the ice and heavy surf pound the number of Steelhead fingerlings. The Steelhead fingerlings will
shoreline, ice pack does not lend itself to the thoughts of spring  be considerably larger than the Chinook and may require a cou-
fishing. However, we all know that we are on the down hill side ofple additional net pens. | have met with the new General Man-
winter and that it will soon be time to get out the gear and start ~ ager of Sensient Flavors, Mr. Dan Confer and he has assured m

preparing for the spring rush. Thoughts of standing at the back ofthey will support us in placing any addition pens. The logistics

the boat getting ready to set lines while that great big red ball pertaining to the Steelhead has not been finalized at this time.
starts coming out of the gentle waves of the lake is what makes itor a number of years the Steelheaders at the state level and

all worth while. Spring is just around the corner. Trust me! especially the Thumb Chapter have been pushing for a program
While those of us that prefer to do our fishing in more desirable to have the DNR plant Lake Herring (Cisco ) in Lake Huron. Afte
weather were sitting by the fire waiting for spring, there ap- two years of complete failure, 2009 might be the 1st year for
peared to be a good bit of activity at the state level pertaining the reintroduction of the Herring in to Lake Huron. The final num-
to the Lake Huron fishery. ber of fish available and where they will be released has not

The three rod for all species and the five salmon creel limit ap- yet been determined but it appears to be a go.

pears to be a done deal. All indications are that both bills are in  One of the major discussions at the Lake Huron Citizens Fishery
the process of being signed and should be a reality for the 2009 Advisory Committee meeting was the future of the Chinook
season. But, as we all know its not over until the fat lady sings. Salmon program in Lake Michigan. Data was presented indicat-

At the recent Lake Huron Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee v 0% 185280 e Cotd e e D P i
meeting there was a lot of discussion pertaining to changes as to :

. : the last year alone) and the alewife population was showing
how the state hatcheries may be used in the future and the effect ¢ o clining. Sound familiar?? For those of us that watched
it may have on the current planting programs. One of the objec-

tives of the fishery people is to make a concentrative effort to the Salmon fishery disappear in Lake Huron we can only sit back
Y PEop S . nd watch and hope that something is done to help the situation.
restore some of the natural species in the lakes that have decline

dramatically over the years. One of these species is the Lake Her: would be an absolute crime to allow the Lake Michigan salmon
ring or Cisco. The Lake Herring was abundant in the 1960s and af|she[y to take. the same road as the Lake Huron fishery.
target for the fisherman. This endeavor would require the organi-l t s ni ce to think that the p

zation of some of the hatcheries to accommodate more of the  of us really knows what is in store for us in the future. To para-
natural species. phrase a comment my mother would make when | was a child,

As we all know the Thumb Chapter net pen project over the yearso We madeour bed so now we hay

has been a tremendous success. We received 77,359 Chinook Think spring and maybe this snow and cold weather will go
fingerlings for our nets in 2008 and after 3 2 weeks of tender away!

love and care we only lost 21 fish. Our program has beenrecog- Yo udr e Pr e z.

nized at the state level and consideration is under way to add t0  j5ck R. Noble

our program. It may come to pass that the Chinook fingerlings we

normally put in the pens will be planted directly into the harbor

March 19 Regular Meeting/:30 July 16 Regular Meeting/:30
April 16 Regular Meeting/:30 July 18 Offshore Marina Lake Trout Tournament.
April 25 (Sat) Annual Fish Febly Fox Hunter Club, ~ Club to furnish 6 workers

Bring a dish to pass. Eat at 6:30 August 2 (Sun) Annual Pig Roas$tafford Park (large
May 2 (Sat) Net Pen Work BeBensient @ 2:00 pavilion). Eat @2:00. Bring a dish to pass. We will

cook a whole pig again this year.

May 14 Regular Meeting/:30 . :
&y eguiar ee.lng7 August 8(Sat) Harbor Beach Kids Day. Prizes, hot
Jun 18 Regular Meeting/:30 dogs and pop
June 2621 Thumb Offshore ChallengBort Austin &  Aygust 20Regular Meeting’:30 Ladies Night
Grindstone City. Club to furnish 12 workers

July 11 (Sat) Club PicnieStafford Park (small pavil- o _
ion). Eat @ 2:00. Bring a dish to pass and the Clufyctober 15Regular meeting’:30 Election of
will furnish & cook the brats. officers.

September 17Regular Meeting/:30
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DNR Report

As of Aprill, 2009, 3 rods maybe used on all waters, for all species of fish in the State.
This will be in effect until 2014 when the DNR will evaluate the effect on the resource.

It is expected that the Director of the DNR will sign an order to allow the taking of 5
salmon in state waters. This will be evaluated yearly by electronic charter boat census and
by sport creel. The total daily limit will still be 5 fish. (Salmon trout and lake trout in combi-
nation).

There is still a problem at the Carp Barrier on the Chicago Sanitary Canal. The weir barrier
was designed to carry 5 volts to repel the carp, however, the Coast Guard will only allow

1 volt because of the fear of sparking of
The egg take for Lake Herring was approximately 630,000 eggs. They were split be-
tween Wolf Hatchery and Lake Supe-

rior College Aquaculture lab at the T e s T e P

Soo. T T W —— A TR

Kurt Neuman the new Lake Huron C

dinator is looking to place a significa .?

number of steelhead in the net pens  { : :

Harbor Beach. Once the steelhead a 5 * g

released they move off shore and art 3 * w

not subject to near shore predators. ;i °

Best Wishes for the New Yeatr, ) .

Ken Merckel FHELLE LIS x“i :‘i’ ELSEEEEESSE

Rep. Miller applauds Great Lakes preservation efforts
0The recent announcement by the Corps of
sist in our efforts to preserve the fishe

WASHINGTON, D8Congresswoman Candice Miller1d] received confirmation that the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has completed20safety testing and will activate the IIA elec-
tric dispersal barrier in the Chicago Ship Canal by the end of January 2009. This electric
barrier will prevent dangerous species from entering in to the Great Lakes and disrupting
its fragile ecosystem.

OThroughout my nearly three decades of pu
ways been a principal advocacy of mine, a
Great Lakes colleagues to ensure a quick
continued O0The recent announcement by the

greatly assist in efforts to preserve the fisheries and unique species found in our Great
Lakes. 0

The northward migration of invasive aquatic species such as Asian Carp, through the Missis
sippi River has been a lotgrm concern of advocates for the Great Lakes. These carp can
weigh up to 100 pounds and consume up to 40 percent of their body weight in one

day. Their consumption habits could cause tremendous harm to native species in the
world=E 2s largest freshwater ecosystem.

ol appreciate the thorough safety precaut
of Engineers have taken to ensure the safety of this electric barrier and applaud their deci-
sion to activate the permanent barrier next month, in order to prevent these dangerous

species20from entering in to our ©precious

The electric dispersal barriers in the Chicago Ship and Sanitary Canal are all that prevent
these carp from entering in to the Great Lakes. The activation of the permanent electric
barrier next month will assist the current demonstration barrier in

deterring invasive species from entering in to the Great Lakes.

Rebecca Mark

Congresswoman Candice Miller
(202) 225-2106
rmark@mail.house.gov
http://candicemiller.house.gov



DNR official has big plans for Lake Al's F et
Sun. Smorgasbord
] Huron FriNite Special Perch Plate
Restaurant ==
Regular Meeting Oct. 16, 2008. Our speaker was Kurt ——
Newman, Lake Huron Basin Coordinator. Kurt started ou
with an introduction and his fisheries background. He sai

was eager to start on some proposals that have been int
duced to the Lake Huron Citizens Advisory Committee.

+PRO BAIT LL.

would be the introduction of Fall Brown Trout plants in loWels aiosesasns - 2951 e crors
ol lo PORT HURON, MI 48060

Lake Huron. This would give us an inshore fishery. Secor
would like to introduce a native species (Herring) into the
lower Lake Huron waters. Hopefully this would create an-
other game fish and provide an alternate food source for 82 Ane 1 48413

the Chinook Salmon. Kurt asked our members to call him with any questions or ideas they may in e s
have for Lower Lake Huron. He stated that he would like to come back next year to upd EdwardJones

our members on the latest developments.
Johnny “B"S

Rod and Reel Repair

Biopesticide may solve zebra mussel problem 333 Schock Rd. - Harbor Beach
John Bickel - 989-479-3614

970 North Van Dyke Road
Sui

A New York State Museum researcher has created-tormnalternative pesticide, using a
natural bacterium that zebra mussels can feed on in small quantities, but will kill them if
eat too much of it.

The pesticide, which also kills the invasive quagga mussel, a relative of the zebra musgel
likely to be available next year. Though it was invented and patented by the New York
Museum, it owi || be sold by the Museumd s/hEgdammdsddsomiaaoiadit N e r
based in Davis, Calif. Earlier this year the company received a $500,000 National Scien
Foundation grant to commercialize the pesticide, and the New York State Museum rece

Fishing Tackie
$275,000. http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2008/nov/23/1123 _mussels/ Marine Electronics
Outdoor Clothing
Firearms & Archery
: : WHAT REALLY COUNTS ON HOOKS? 989-697-5341
Oven FI red FISh Invariably. and ultimately. it is point and barb design that penetrate the
H H H fish's mouth parts and hold it. Regardless of shank, gap and throat style,
Fish Fillets or Fish Steaks vou will need a sharp point. any available cutting edges and a de-burred
Fresh Bread Crumbs barb. Following are some problem areas to keep alert for!
Melted Butter or Margarine o RECEDING POINT LENGTH
Milk A great part of successful hook point

810-653-4771

W:v design comes from the correct length of
. . . the t to barb arca. If this tapered
Heat oven to 500 degrees. Dip fish into milk il becones ot vl e

and then coat delicately with bread crumbs. : o dimcuhkm gel gom:] pcnclh;;lliun Lloo; LET'S GO
e . out for short. poorly-formed points struck in factory dies. These are hary

Addl_tlonal bread crumbs may be Sp_”nkle(:j ot loflmrpcu;mddu not penetrate well. chl:sccn!dn idual hooks with this S

fish if a more dense crumb Coatlng is desirec defect. Over-sharpening also causes this condition FI HING

Place the fish on a cookie sheet that has bee BENT POINT e Steelheaders - Ask for your Discount

lined with foil. Drizzle melted butter over the i Deck pOBC Wil cos Ko Te,,'ﬁ(%m;}%n coTREN IR,

. K . ishlosses and yourfirstsignof trouble g

fish or spray with the spray bottle margarine. is , fish that jumps and throws the m%

Sprinkle lightly with ground pepper and salt. 'urdc‘- "‘hﬁ) ls_:;loslk SO O e

H . . and crankbail hoOKs and necds imme-

Bake Uncqvere_d 125 minutes or !‘jntll fish diate correction. The causes of bent points are, in order of occurrence

flakes easily with a fork. Serve with tarter fukabilty cve i "k (Ma” poll, e polit e gu kgt
with hard mouth bones of fish and shake-off from snags. especially

sauce and or lemon. TOta”y heated 500 de- rocks. Bent points can be instantly detected by sliding fingertips from

grees is |mp0|’tant, area outside barb down to the point. Correct immediately with a file or

:v ; Inside the
| "Worlds Greatest Man-Made Harbor"

+~§ HARBOR BEACH MARINA

replace lure or hook if fishing time allows the delay. You may also set 989-479-9707
the lure aside to replace the hook at home —
Chronologic
Upstrear_n Dispersa Lcke e A high, pmlnil;::nil{ :;:rb :\);hl; :»:frl:clm ated by K u C I
of Asian Carp MiChigun the forming dies can easily stop penetration past € y 0., Inc.
Burrs 3 thebarb. This areais quickly reduced and
sharpened using a Lubr Jensen 800-257-37.

#9130 Sharp Hook File™.
Insurance Is Our Service - Mi Steelheaders Bost Ins. - Auto - Home
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GRINDSTONE BAR & GRILL
CHARTERBOAT RESORT
Charterboats - Marina - Restaurant - Resort

Aquatic Nuscance Species | |Restaurant Resort .,«.‘.,}
Dispersal Baries (30025 989-738-7665 083-738-6050 A
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Jack Noble (2009)

OFFICERS

President (989)479-0445

Kenneth Merckel (2009) Vice President (989)843-6177

Jerry Lawrence (2009) Secretary
Darrell Connell (2009) Treasurer

Clarence Woycik
Grant Sadler
Robert Maharg
Douglass Vatter
Allen Elzinga
Tom Smith
Arnold Maxfield

Kenneth Merckel
Tom Smith
Grant Sadler
Doug Vatter
Jerry Lawrence
Vacant
Volunteers
Tom Smith
Jerry Lawrence
Jerry Lawrence
Art Farden

(989)428-4937
(989)479-9609
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(2009) (989)635-3343

(2010) (989)635-2742

(2009) (989)843-5480

(2010) (989)761-7556

(2009) (989)479-6365

(2010) (810)672-9932

(2010) (810)338-6797
REPRESENTATIVE & CHAIRMEN
State Representative (2009)
Membership Chairman (2009)
Pig Roast Chairman (2009)
Pig Roast G&hairman (2009)
Net Pen Chairman (2009)
50/50 Raffle Chairman (2009)
Meeting Raffle Chairman (2009)
Meeting Refreshments Chairman(2009)

Newsletter Chairman (2009)
Kids Fishing Day €ohairman (2009)
Kids Fishing Day Chairman (2009)

(989)843-6177
(810)672-9932
(989)635-2742
(989)761-7556
(989)428-4937

(810)672-9932
(989)428-4937
(989)479-6365
(989)479-0777

Meetings are held ther8Thursday of
the month at the Ubly Fox Hunters CIU
on M19, two miles south of-W42.
Board of Directors meet @ 6:30 PM a
Regular meeting comes to order @ 7:

b




