MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS

THUMB CHAPTER

ISSUED QUARTERLY THROUGHOUT THE WATERSPORT COMMUNITIES OF MICHIGAN’S “THUMB”

President’s Message

Greetings from the wheelhouse!

Like most fishermen over the years, | have on occasion had a lot of
choice words for Mother Nature. We have all planned a special
fishing trip based on a perfect weather forecast only to have the
weather turn to crap just about the time you launch the boat.
Maybe it's about time | start treating her a little nicer because | think
she’s getting ticked. | left Michigan in late December in pursuit of
warmer weather only to have her pile up snow in front of me all the
way from Michigan to northern North Carolina. A few days in South
Carolina wasn’t much better. When we finally settled down in Flor-
ida, she took up residency next door making sure the next three
month were miserable with high winds, rain and cold temperature. In
other words, as the saying goes “Don’t mess with Mother Nature”.

We here in Michigan seldom think that bad weather would have
much affect on our fish and wild life. The unseasonably cold weather
in Florida however, resulted in a terrible fish kill that would make
you think there had been a huge toxic waste spill in all of the Intra-
coastal Waterway and small lakes throughout central Florida. There
were dead fish floating in the water and all over the banks and
beaches, especially on the small lakes and marshes. Thousands of
buzzards had a feast that lasted for weeks.

I, like most sportsmen, am sometimes critical (at times unfairly) of our
fish and wile life services response to a situation like in Florida. We
forget that their job is to look after our precious natural resources so
that our children and grand children, and now great grand children,
will be able to enjoy them as we do. The fish and wild life people in
Florida were quick to respond to the fish kill by closing the season on
some of the more popular fish. Some anglers were not too happy,
but we have to remember that sometimes, “It's difficult to remember
that the initial objective is to drain the swamp when you're up to
your butt in alligators”.

Once back in Michigan things got back to normal quickly. For those
of you that were unable to attend our annual fish fry the first of
April, you missed a super evening. The food was great, the prizes
were plentiful and the night was fun and noisy.

For most of the last 17 years our fish planting programs has been
devoted entirely to the Chinook Salmon. However, this year started
a new venture in our net pen project. We received approximately
15,000 Steelhead fingerlings for our pens instead of the normal
80,000 to 100,000 Chinook fingerlings. In order to make room for
the Steelhead, which requires considerably more space than the
Chinook, we had to invest in 2 new pens and three additional docks.
It has taken a number of years to convince the DNR that we could
raise Steelhead in pens. Since it has never been done before, it has
been an experiment not only for us, but also for the DRN. When we
released the fingerlings on May 20, 2010 we proved our point that
Steelhead can be raised in pens very successfully. Along with a con-
tinuing program with Steelhead, we can concentrate our efforts to-
ward the next phase of our program, Lake Herring.

Like everything else in today’s world the cost of new net pens and
docks is not cheap. Had it not been for some of our sister Steel-
header chapters, the financing of the pens and docks would have
been much more difficult. We received donations from the Metro
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West, Flint River and Saginaw/Midland chapters which are
greatly appreciated. Maybe we can return the favor in some

way.

Remember, the strength of any organization is in the members
and their willingness to step up to the plate when its time to vol-
unteer to help on any project. Thanks to those that participated
in both the fish fry and the net pen project.

Your Prez.
Jack R Noble
Upcoming Events

July 10 Club Picnic @ Stafford Park (small pavilion) Eat @
2:00PM. Bring a dish to pass and the club will furnish
the Brats

July 15 Regular Meeting @ 7:30

July 17 Offshore Marina Lake Trout Tournament, Club will
furnish 6 workers to check boats out.

August 1 | Annual Pig Roast @ Stafford Park. Eat @ 2:00.
Bring a dish to pass

August 7 | Harbor Beach Kids Day. Prizes, hot dogs and pop.
Call Let’s Go Fishing to enter your boat

August 19 |Regular Meeting @ 7:30

Sept. 16 | Regular Meeting @ 7:30 Used equipment sale

Oct. 21 Regular Meeting @ 7:30 Election of Officers
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Help us reduce our costs.

Receive this newsletter by email.

Sign up at our website:

www.thumb.michigansteelheaders.org
or call Steve Schwab (989)479-0774




DNR and Legislative Report

On April 18, 2010 Jack and | traveled to Alpena, Michigan for the
dedication of the USFWS new headquarters next to the NOAA
Sanctuary Museum. The facility is located on the banks Thunder Bay
River. It has office, research and storage and dockage for the
M.V.Baird. We interacted with the USFWS personnel from Fort
Snelly Minnesota and the new manager biologists for the Alpena
Station. The major topic was “herring” for Lake Huron.

On May 14, 2010 Jerry and | traveled to the U.S, Fish and Wild-
life Service Jordon River National Fish Hatchery at EImira, Michigan
for the ground breaking ceremony and open house.

Through funding provided under the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009, Jordon River National Fish Hatchery will
complete projects vital to fulfilling the USFWS mission and priori-
ties. These projects include:

1. Two fish rearing building outdoor raceways
2. Modernizing the fish hatchery effluent treatment system.
3. Installation of a geothermal heating system

The new geothermal heating system water will heat the office
space and incubation room and inside raceway. It will then be
piped to the out side raceway to regulate water temperature.

A new treatment facility to remove particulate matter from the wa-
ter system by a filtering system which will place the matter in a
slurry storage facility. This can be used by hay farmers as fertilizer.

We talked with Roger Gordon project may biologist, USFWS offi-
cial and regional Representative , from the office of Senators Carl
Levin, Debbie Stabenow and Bart Stupak.

The topic of discussion was restoring Lake Herring a native species
in Lake Huron.

Tight Lines 2010,
Ken Merckel
May, 2010

Walleye White Chili

2 tbls. olive oil 1 tsp. cumin

1 medium onion 1 tsp. oregano

1 stalk celery chopped 1 can great northern beans

1 jalapefio chopped Salt and Pepper to taste

2 cloves garlic minced 1 tbls. butter

4 cups fish stock (or bottle of 1 Ib. skinless boneless walleye cut

clam juice and 3 cups chicken into 1/4 in. pieces

stock)

1 can chopped chiles

Sauté onions, celery, jalapefio and garlic in olive oil until onions are
transparent. Add green chiles, stock and spices; simmer 20 minutes.
Add Walleye and beans and let simmer for 5 minutes. Mash the

flower into the butter and gently stir this mixture into chili to thicken

it. Simmer another 5 minutes and it’s ready for the table.
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Regular meeting April 15th. (Sea Grant Work Shop Part #1)
Steve Hewitt MDNRE Lake Huron Basin Coordinator talks about the
Walleye in Saginaw Bay and the effect they are having with the
other species. Steve said the ice fishing for Perch in the Bay was
very good this past winter as was the Walleye thru the ice. Steve
represents the MDNRE on the Lake Huron Citizens Fishery Advisory
Committee and helps shape the changes being discussed at the

meetings.

Frank Krist, Lake Huron Citizens Fisheries Advisory Chairman intro-

duced all the speakers. Frank also talked about the invasive species

which have changed the fishery for the past 5 years.

Jeff Schaeffer, research biologist for US Dept of Interior, USGS,
talks about his recent forage fish trawls in lower Lake Huron. Jeff
said it was as bad as the year before, with very few Alewives. He
did state that the mid water trawls revealed an abundance of Em-
erald Shiners. He gave a report on his Lake Huron Predator diet
study which was very successful. He said it was so successful that he

was going to continue it again this year.



Thumb Steelheaders Pen Project Nets

15,000 Steelhead

Rearing Chinook salmon in their net pens at Harbor Beach has been
an ongoing project for Thumb Chapter Steelheaders for over a dec-
ade. Today though, there’s a new chapter being added to their long
-term efforts to enhance the off-shore fishery in the Thumb waters
of Lake Huron.

On April 26, MDNRE Fisheries Division tank trucks arrived at the
net pen site with their fish tanks loaded with 15,000 yearling steel-
head. These feisty young fish will live in the net pens - and enjoy
four meals a day - until they smolt, at which time they will be re-
leased from the net pens and scurry out to the depths of Lake
Huron.

Rearing steelhead in net pens has never been done before, but Fish-
eries biologists believe the project has a good chance to succeed. If
all goes well in this first year, this net pen project will continue for
at least two more years. Up until now all steelhead plantings have
been made in streams, but the survival rate has never been too
good, especially in the Thumb area. These net-pen steelhead
should have a much better survival rate, as at their “smolting”
stage, they will be large enough and swift enough to outrun near-
shore predators in their dash to deep waters.

Preparing these net pens for this steelhead project required an in-
vestment of over six thousand dollars, as these larger steelhead re-
quire much more space than the salmon fingerlings did. Two new
net pens were constructed to add to the four existing ones and new
nets were installed on all six. Three new floating docks were also
constructed to accommodate the enlarged net pen area. Thanks to
other Steelheader Chapters such as Metro West, Flint River Valley
and Midland/Saginaw, the project is proceeding well.

The Fisheries Division goal of creating a more diversified sport
fishing venue in southern Lake Huron comes one step closer with
this steelhead net pen project and the active support of Michigan
Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen's Association.

Workers who made this Steelhead plant possible, front row left to
right: Steve Lepeak, Jerry Lawrence, Bud Donnelly, Ernie Kur-
schat, Bob Wohlford. Top rwo left to right: Davbe Christy, Larry
Achard, Jack Noble, Tom Smith, Doug Vatter, Jim Ezyk, Grant
Sadler and Doc Merchel. Missing Dan Donnelly taking picture.
Again, a hearty thanks for all your work!

First, the eight docks are lowered into the water and assem-
bled.Local contractor Matt Schott is always there to help, thanks
Matt.

Second, the six net pens are lowered into the water and assem-
bled. This takes more people on the docks and two boats in the
water for the docks and pens, thanks to Craig Eitner and Jan Law-
rence.

Then, last but not the least, the 15,000 Steelhead fish are placed
into the six pens. They will be feed four times a day rain or shine.
This year my feeders are: 7 AM Nick Deshano and Darrell Con-
nell; 11AM Bud Donnelly, Jim Ezyk, and Jack Noble,; 3PM Bob
Wobhlford and Jerry Lawrence and 7PM Alan Elzinga and Dan
Donnelly. A special thanks for your dedication.
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AL WASIK

(888) 658-8585
(989) 658-8585
Fax (989) 658-8900

Inside the
“World’s Greatest Man-Made Harbor”
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Rod anc{Rfe%#Répair
o
333 Schock Rd.
Harbor Beach, Ml 48441

(989)479-3614

Bar & Gudll

Lunch & Dinner Specials

Cabins - Docks - Charters

Restaurant
989-738-7665

Resort
989-738-6050

PRO BAIT LLC

PHONE: 810-984-3232
FAX: 810-984-3474

JOEL ANDERSON, OWNER
2731 PINE GROVE
PORT HURON, MI 48060

ALl Regtaurant

Catering
Homemade Baked Goods

Daily Specials & Smorgasbord
FHuge Salad Bar - Sunday Brunch
Take Out Available

989-479-9038

Generous portions of the finest
Home cooked foods.

Downtown Harbor Beach

e]ﬂ

WWW. bd.Lwaslk com. &

Bux(lx poumc GME
M- 24&ankSL * Caro, MI 48723

AL WASIK
President
thumbsto, “com
alwe@bell-wasik.com

(888) 850-4768
(989) 673-6126
Fax (989) 673-2004

' JAY'S

e SPORTING GOODS

1 Mi. N. of Clare on Old US-27
989-386-3475
Gaylord, 989-705-1339

JaysSportingGoods.com

Kitchen & Stumpf Well Drilling
1220 Clark Park Road ® Mayville, MI 58744

(989) 843-5513
Cell (989) 529-0315
Fax (989) 843-7513

Since 1915 in this area

Free estimates  2-5 inch wells
Pump Repair

STEWART’S MARINE SERVICE
Complete Maintenance, Repair and Storage

LET’S GO
FISHING

Steelheaders - Ask for your Discount

731 N. Huron Ave.
Harbor Beach, MI 48441

Matthew 4:19
Tel: (989) 479-0777

Support our Advertisers...
They make this news-

letter possible.

Fishing Tackle
Marine Electronics
Outdoor Clothing
Firearms & Archery

989-697-5341
LINWOOD, MI

ww. FranksGreatOutdoors.com

Craig MacPhee

Owner

H H
Big Mac’s
Custom Pressure Washing
We take pride in our work and it shows!

Bad Axe, Mi - Call for free estimates

Computer Repair

2500 N. Lakeshore Rd s
Harbor Beach, i - Schwab Solutions .
Small Business and Home PC Solutions
Phone: 9894796588
Cell: 989-315-1537
Fax: 9894796589
Email: steve@schwabsalutions biz
whww. schwabsolutions. biz

Steve Schwab

Owner

Marine Repair *24 Hr Dockside Service - Service Calls
Marine Parts ¢ Electronic Installation

all season

SERVICE & SALES
Yoo Perfarmance Headeuartos

A N
227 Industrial Drive 989-479-0444

Harbor Beach, MI4844| 24-Hrs 989-550-1288

www allseasondieselperformance.com
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Teny Burkhard

Factory Direct Outlet
Complete Outdoor Outfitters
4 Mi. N. of Davidson {m-15)
Coldwater Rd.

10% Discount withis ad

810-653-4771

(’)

Question: Does Bulletin Advertising Really
Work?
Answer: [t must!
You're Reading This Ad.

Why not fill this space with your Ad |nstead of

Nick DeShano
owner

*Bait & Tackle
*Camping
*Dockage
*Fuel

5 Lytle Ave.
Harbor Beach, Ml 48441

989-479-6064

Member FDIC - Equal Housing Lender

[

ignature
iBANK

Bad Axe - Harbor Beach - Port Hope - Sebewaing - Caro - Sandusky

COMPANY L.L.C.

P.O. Box 88 - Port Austin, Ml 48467
989-738-5600 Fax 989-738-5820
www.offshoretackle.com




Ethanol Changes in the Air?

Ethanol, a gasoline additive originally intended to improve air qual-
ity, is now found in three-quarters of the nation’s gasoline stream, at
a 10% concentration level. Unfortunately, ethanol can damage boat
engines and fuel systems, but few boaters have any choice about
whether to burn E10 or not. The ethanol industry wants to put more
of this harmful additive into our gasoline. A growing consensus says
this is a bad idea.

This summer, likely sometime in June or July, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is expected to announce a final decision on
whether to increase the amount of ethanol it will allow in gasoline.
The agency has been asked by the ethanol industry to allow blend-
ing up to 15% ethanol in gasoline and that has boaters from coast
to coast very concerned.

“Marine engines on the market today are warranted to run on etha-
nol up to the currently allowed 10% level,” says Boat U.S Vice
President of Government Affairs Margaret Podlich. “Since E15
represents a 50% increase in ethanol content above what we have
experience with, it could be damaging to these engines, but nobody
knows for sure.”

Boaters were stung by unintended consequences when E10 came
into widespread use in recent years as a way to cut smog, reduce
oil imports and move the nation toward “greener” fuels, Podlich
notes. And now that the ethanol promise has turned problematic,
and not just for boaters but for the owners of 400 million gasoline-
powered pieces of equipment and vehicles — it is absolutely essen-
tial to have irrefutable scientific evidence on the effects of higher
blends like E15 before the EPA can allow it.

“We recognize that the U.S must diversify its energy resources. But
we are depending on the EPA to make an educated decision based
on facts,” Podlich says. The “EPA’s initial response to a petition from
the ethanol lobby last year was a promise to test E15 in ‘2001 and
newer cars’ but that does nothing for the millions of other gasoline
engines out there that would have no alternative.”

As the debate heats up at the start of this boating season, it is im-
portant to understand the origins of ethanol as fuel in the U.S. The
Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 mandated increas-
ing renewable fuel production from four

billion gallons in 2006, to 11 billion by DATE

2009, to 22 billion in 2016 and 36 bil-
lion gallons by 2022. U.S. based ethanol

will not harm these engines before allowing higher ethanol blends.

On November 30, 2009, the EPA responded to Growth Energy’s
request, stating that it hadn’t reached a decision but also acknowl-
edging that “To achieve the renewable fuel requirements in future
years, it is clear that ethanol will need to be blended into gasoline
at levels greater then the current limit of 10%.” So does that mean
that the EPA may allow a split fuel stream, that is, a system that de-
livers a higher blend for cars 2001 and newer and E10 for other
uses? The possibility of a bifurcated system raises significant infra-
structure concerns for distributors and retailers, and could raise not
only gasoline prices but also confuse consumers.

In November, the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Boating Safety Advi-
sory Council (NBSAC) passed a resolution concerning the safety
threat the fuel can pose to boaters. The council called on the Coast
Guard to oppose the sale of mid-level ethanol, pending conclusive
scientific proof that the fuel is compatible with marine engines and
fuel systems.

Please take a look at your address block on the back of this news-
letter. Just above your name is the date that your membership will
expire. If your dues are coming up in the next quarter, please re-
duce our mailing cost by filling out the form below and sending it

along with a check for $30 to our membership chairman at:

Tom Smith
1580 Deckerville Rd.
Snover, Ml 48472-9754

SENIOR: (] YES [
PLEASE PRINT FIRMLY

[JNEw MEMBER [J RENEWAL

manufacturers had these goals in mind DlcHeck []casH CIVISA/MC # EXP. DATE
when, in spring 2009, they asked the EPA NAME PHONE
to change the 10% maximum limit on AREA CODE ( )
ethanol in regular gasoline to a “mid- ADDRESS
level blend” of up to 15%.
In a letter to the EPA dated March 6, G STATE 28 :o. in“ "
2009, Growth Energy, an alliance of 52 ousene

BOAT NAME

ethanol manufacturers, asked the EPA to
consider allowing ethanol blends in the

12-15% range but waive the testing nor-
mally required under the federal Clean

HOME PORT OR STREAM

TYPE OF FISHING: [JSteam [Jlake  [JBoth

Air Act for on-road and off-road engines
or vehicles. That would fix the current

SPONSORED BY

PHONE

AREA CODE ( )

“blend wall” and open the door to more
ethanol sales for an industry currently in a

slump. TIBATTLE CREEK $35.00
~IBENZIE AREA $30.00
“TCENTRAL MICHIGAN $25,00
T FLINT RIVER VALLEY $30.00
~ GRAND HAVEN $30.00

~IGRAND RAPIDS $30.00

Last spring and summer, the EPA solicited
public comment on the waiver request
and a chorus of boaters and the marine
industry responded with some 35,000
comments. The message: Prove that E15

WHITE - STATE COPY  CANARY - RECEIPT

MSSFA STATE AND CHAPTER DUES

[JAUSABLE RIVER (OSCODA) $32.00 [[JHOLLAND $30.00

[]SOUTH HAVEN $30.00

C]S. W. MICHIGAN (ST. JOSEPH) $35.00
] THUMB AREA $30.00

CJTHUNDER BAY $30.00

CIWHITE RIVER $30.00

C]AT-LARGE MEMBERSHIP $25.00
T]JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP $5.00

=

[JHURON VALLEY $30.00
CIMANISTEE $30.00
[JMETRO-WEST $40.00

] MIDLAND / SAGINAW $30.00
CJMID-MICHIGAN  $30.00

TAG - CHAPTER
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OFFICERS
Jack Noble (2011) President (989)479-0445 Check OU'l' OUI' New Website!
Kenneth Merckel (2011)  Vice President  (989)843-6177
Jerry Lawrence (2011)  Secretary (989)428-4937 Visit www.thumb.michigansteelheaders.org
Phillip Allen (2011) Treasurer (989)479-3259 Sign up for email delivery of this newsletter!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Grant Sadler (2010) (989)635-2742 Meetings are held the 3@ Thursday of the month at the
Robert Maharg (2011) (989)843-5480 Ubly Fox Hunters Club on M-19, two miles south of M-
Douglass Vatter (2010) (989)761-7556 142. Board of Directors meet @ 6:30 PM and Regular
Tom Smith (2010) (810)672-9932 meeting comes to order @ 7:30
Arnold Maxfield (2010) (810)338-6797
Steve Schwab (2011) (989)479-0074
Steve Lepeak (2011) (989)785-9100

REPRESENTATIVE & CHAIRMEN
Kenneth Merckel State Representative (2011) (989)843-6177
Tom Smith Membership Chairman (2011) (810)672-9932
Grant Sadler Pig Roast Chairman (2011) (989)635-2742
Doug Vatter Pig Roast Co-Chairman (2011) (989)761-7556
Jerry Lawrence Net Pen Chairman (2011) (989)428-4937
Steve Lepeak 50/50 Raffle Chairman (2011) (989)785-9100
Dave Christy Meeting Raffle Chairman (2011) (989)550-6823
Tom Smith Meeting Refreshments Chairman (2011) (810)672-9932
Jerry Lawrence Newsletter Chairman (2011) (989)428-4937
Jerry Lawrence Kids Fishing Day Co-Chairman (2011) (989)479-6365

Art Farden Kids Fishing Day Chairman (2011) (989)479-0777






